The majestic NORTH CAROLINA is an authentically
restored World War II battleship, a National Historic
Landmark, and a memorial honoring the 10,000 North
Carolinians of all branches of service who gave their
lives in World War II.

three 16-inch gun turrets. You can also see one
of the nine surviving OS2U Kingfisher aircraft
displayed near the stern of the ship.
New in 2018, you can also see the battleship
from a whole new angle. The SECU
Memorial Walkway encircles the ship,
giving you a 360-degree perspective
on her size and scope.

Interactive, self-guided tours include the ship’s main
deck, many interior compartments and two of her

DIRECTIONS
Battleship NORTH CAROLINA is moored on the
west bank of the Cape Fear River, across from
downtown Wilmington, N.C. The entrance is
near the junction of highways
17 / 74 / 76 / 421 and is easily accessible
from I-40 and I-95.

ADMISSION
OPEN DAILY
Adults | 12 & over: $14*

(*Plus tax)

Seniors | 65 & over: $10*
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Military | Active or retired,
military spouses & military adult children,
with ID cards: $10*
Children | 6 through 11: $6*
Children | 5 & under: Free
SECU MEMORIAL WALKWAY
is ADA compliant, free, and open
to the public during ship hours.
Visit our website for details, including
a calendar of public events, information
on private tours, and renting the ship
for private events.
910. 399.9100 | BAT TLESHIPNC.COM

OPEN DAILY | 910. 399.9100 | BAT TLESHIPNC.COM

”Tell me and I forget,
teach me and I may remember,
involve me and I learn.“
—Benjamin Franklin

The Battleship NORTH CAROLINA embodies this truth,
providing a hands-on, heart-felt experience that gives
visitors a whole new perspective on our history.
Encounter our nation’s role in World War II as you come
aboard, climb the ladders, stretch out on the bunks, take
the helm and feel the guns’ power. You’ll see pictures
of the sailors, hear their stories, and come away with a
deeper appreciation of duty, honor and country.
Permission to come aboard granted!

ommissioned on 9 April 1941, NORTH CAROLINA was at that time considered the world’s greatest sea weapon.
The first battleship constructed after a nearly two-decade hiatus, she embodied the finest engineering and
technology available. As the pride of the United States Navy’s fleet, she was often referred to as “Showboat”.
NORTH CAROLINA, also known as BB-55, participated in every major WWII naval offensive in the Pacific Theater, earning
15 battle stars and becoming the most decorated American battleship of WWII. The 2,300 young men who served aboard
her fought off enemy attacks, provided fire support for thousands of Marines, and carried out the day-to-day duties
required to maintain this floating city at sea.
Today Battleship NORTH CAROLINA resides in peaceful dignity across the Cape Fear River from the historic downtown
Wilmington waterfront. Far from the typical museum or monument, NORTH CAROLINA has been preserved as she was,
so you can walk in the footsteps of those who served and get an authentic feel for their lives aboard.

15k
TONS

The battleship has about 15,000 tons of
steel armor plate, which is about 42%
of her weight.
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NORTH CAROLINA could carry almost 2 million
gallons of fuel oil and averaged 166 gallons
per mile. The ship moved 32 feet per gallon.

8.4

NORTH CAROLINA produced 8.4 megawatts
of electricity, enough to power a small town
of 6,500 people.

9

The battleship had nine captains, all
graduates from the U.S. Naval Academy.
All but one were promoted to admiral upon
leaving the ship, and he was promoted later.
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SHIP’S DATA
Keel Laid_____________________October 27, 1936
Launched_______________________ June 13, 1940
Commissioned____________________ April 9, 1941
Builder____________________New York Navy Yard
LengthBeam__________________________ 729ft
Displacement__________________________ 108ft
Standard________________________ 36,600 tons
Loaded__________________________ 44,800 tons
Maximum Speed______________________28 knots
Armament

__________________

16-inch, 45 caliber guns__________________________ 9
5-inch, 38 caliber guns_________________________ 20
40mm, 56 caliber guns____________________ 40 to 60
20mm, 70 caliber guns____________________ 36 to 53

Wartime Complement

_____________

Officers_______________________________________ 141
Enlisted_______________________________________2,115
Marines________________________________________ 85

Battle Stars Earned_________________________15
Decommissioned__________________ June 27, 1947
Moved to Wilmington_____________October 2, 1961
Dedicated________________________April 29, 1962

